http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
3
172 BUFFON'S

the immediate organs of the mind, but which
may be said to diversify from a difference in
disposition, insomuch, that according to their
Position, arrangement,and quality, they trans-
mit to the mind different kinds of sentiment,
which have been distinguished by the name of
sensations, and which appear, in effect, to have
no resemblauce to each other.  Nevertheless,
if we consider that all external senses are only
nervous membranes, differently placed and dis-
poscd ; that the nerves are the general organs
of fecling, and that in the animal body, no
other substance is possessed of this property,
we shall be led to believe that the senses, hav-
ing all one common principle, and the nerves
proceeding from the same substance, though
in various forms, the sensations which result
from them are not so essentially different as
they at first appear.

The eye ought to be regarded as an ex-
pansion of the optic nerve, whose position be-
ing more exterior than that of any other
nerve, has the most quick and the most deli-
cate sensation. It will be moved, therefore,
by the smallest particles of matter, as those of
light ; and will consequently give us sensations
of distant bodies, provided they produce or
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