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bodies have no divided extremities, as arms,

legs, paws, &c. will have much less sense of

feeling than others. Serpents, however, are

less stupid than fishes, because, although they

have no extremities, and are covered with a

hard and scaly coat, they have the faculty of

bending round foreign bodies, arid by that

means obtaining some conception of their form

and magnitude.

The two great obstacles to the exercise of

the sense of feeling then are, first, the uni

formity of the figure of the body of the ani

mal, or the defect of the different divided and

flexible parts; and secondly, the cloathing of

the skin, whether with hair, feathers, scales,

shells, &c. The more this cloathing is hard

and solid, the less the sentiment of feeling will

he; and the finer and more delicate the skin,

the sense of feeling will be the more quick and

exquisite. Women, among other advantages

over men, have their skin more fine, and the

sense of feeling more delicate.

The fetus in the womb of the mother, has

a very delicate skin; it must therefore feel

every exterior impression in the most acute

manner; but as it swims in a liquid, and as

liquids
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