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presented- to them.. They take pleasure in
handling every thing they are capable of
grasping ; they seem as if desirouns to find out
the form of bodies, by feeling them on every
side; and they amuse or instruct themselves
in this manner with new objects. And which
predilection for novelty remains our favourite
amusement through life.

It is by feeling alone that we can attain any
complete and certain intelligence; and it 1s by
ihat alone, all the other senses iare prevented
from being perpetual sources of iliusion and
error. But in what manner is this unporiant
sense developed ? In what manuer are our first
1deas attained? Have we mnot iorgot every
thing that passed during the cloud of infancy 2
Iiow shall we trace our thoughts back to theix
origin? Even in attempting thus to trace
ihem, is there not presumption? There is,
and were the object in view of less importance,
with justice might it be stigmatized, but as the
mrind cannot be employed in a more noble re-
search, every effort may surely be exerted in
so important a contemplation.

Let us suppose, then, 2 man newly brought
into existence, whose body and ergans were
perfectly formed, hut who, awaking wmidst the

pro-
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