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NATURAL HISTORY. 187

myself, because it did not return double sensa-
tion as my own body had done.  Now it was
that, for the first time, I perceived there was
something external, something which did not
form an actual part of my own existeiice.

¢ From this new discovery I conciuded that
I ought to form my opinion with respect (o
exiernal objects, in the same manuer as I had
done with respect to the parts of my body. 1
resolved, therefore, to feel whatever I saw, and
vainly atiempted to touch the sun, I stretched
forth my arm and found nothing but an airy
vacuum. lavery effort I made, as each object
appeared to me equally near, led me from one
fit of surprize into another, nor was it till aftex
an infinitc number of trials that I was enabled
to use the eyc as a guide to the hand, and that
I perceived there were some objects more re-
mole from me than others. |

“ Amazed and mortified at the uncertainty
of my statc, and the endless delusions to which
I seemed subjected, the more I reflected the
morel wasfatiguedand oppressed with thought ;
I scated myself beneath a tree loaded with de-
licious fruit, within ny rcach. On stretching
forth my arm, and gently touching it, the fruit
instantly separated from the branch ; I seized it,
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