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194 BUFFON’S

that tliese nations resemble each other, but also
in their inclinations and manners. Incivility,
superstition, and ignorance, are alike conspi-
cuous in them all.

The Danish Laplanders have a large black
cat, which they make a confidant in all their
secrets, a counscllor in all their difliculties; and
whom they consult on all occasions. Among
the Swedish Laplanders, there is in every
family a drum, for the purpose of consulting
the devil; and though they are robust and
nimble, they are yet so timid and dastardly,
that no inducement can bring them inte the
field of baftle. Gustavus Adolphusundertook;
but undertook in vain, to form a regiment of
Laplanders. - Indeed there is.reason to sup-
pose that they cannot live but in their own
country, and in their own manner. In tras
velling over the ice and snow; they use skates
made of fur, which are in length about two
ells, and half a foot broad, and which are
raised and pointed before, and fastened to the
foot by straps of leather. With these they
make such dispatch on the snow, that. they
easily overtake the swiftest animals. 'They
also usc a pole, pointed with iron at one end,
and rounded at the other. This pole serves
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