http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

196 BUFFON’S

Supreme Being they have no conception ; nor
is it casy to determine which is most conspi-
cuous, the grossness of their understandings, or
the barbarity of their manners, being equally
destitute of courage and shame, Boys and
girls, mothers and sons, brothers and sisters,
bathe “together ‘naked, without being in the
smallest degree ashamed. ‘When they come
out of their baths, which are warm, they im-
mediately go into the rivers. Itis the custom
among all these people to offer their wives and
daughters to strangers, and are much offended
if the offer is not accepted.

In winter, the Laplanders, clothe themselves
with the skin of the rein-deer, and in summer
with the skins of birds. To the uses of linen
they are uiter strangers. The women of
Nova-Zembla have the nose and ears pierced,
and ornament them with peniantsofbluestone;
and to add a lustre to their charms, they form
blue streaks upon their forehead and chin,
The men wear no hair on the head, and cut
their beards round. The Greenland women
dress themselyes with the skin of the dog-fish ¢
they alsopaint their faces with blueand yellow,
and wear pendants in their ears. They all
live under ground, or in huts almost so, covered
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