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NATURAL HISTORY. 179

with the bark of trees, or the bones of fishes.
Some of them form subterrancous trenches;
from one hut to another, by which, during the
winter months, they can enjoy thesociety of their
neighbours without going out. A continued
series of darkness for several months obliges
them to illuminate their dreary abodes with
Jamps, in which they burn the same train oil
they use as drink. In summer they havescarcely
more comfort than in winter, being obliged to
live perpetually in a thick smoke, which is the
only device they havecontrived for the destruc-
tion of gnats, which are perhaps more nume-
reus in these regions of frost, than in those of
the most scorching heat. Under all these hard-
ships they are subject to few discases, and they
live to a prodigious age. So vigorous indeed
arc the old men, that they are hardly to be dis-
tinguished from the young. The only infir-
mity they experience is that of Dblindness,
which is very common among them. Perpe-
tually dazzled by the strong reflection of the
snow 1n winter, and enveloped in clouds of
smolke in summer, few when advanced in _}'calrs-
are found to retain the use of their eyes.
As all the different tribes or nations,
ihercfore, resemble cach other in form, in
shape,
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