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NATURAL IISTORY. 109

“In e?&afniniﬁg the different nations adjacent
to thisexteénsive territory, which the Laplanders
occupy, we find they have no affinity. Alone
are they resembled by the Ostiacks and the
Tongusians, whose situation is to the south and
sounth-edst of the Samoiedes. The Samoiedes
and Borandians ‘bear no resemblance to the
Russians; nor do tlie Laplanders to the Fins,
the Goths; the Danes, or the Norwegians.
The Greenlanders are likewise entirely dif-
ferent from the savages of Canada, who are tall:
and well proportioned, and though the tribes
differ from each other, they do more so from:
the Laplanders. The Ostiacks, however, seem
to be a less ugly and taller branch of the Sa=
moiedes. They live on raw fish or flesh, and
for drink tliey prefer blood to water. Like the
Laplanders and the Sameoides they are im-
mersed in idolatry ; nor arethey known to have
any fixed abode. In fine, they appear fo form
a shade between the race of Laplanders and
the Tartariang; or rather, indeed, may it be
said that the Laplanders, the Samoiedes, the
Borandians, the Nova-Zemblians, and per«
haps the Greenlanders, and the savages to the:
north of the Esquimaux Indians, are-Tartats
reduced - to thelowest point of degeneracys
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