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hair, which they bind up with bits of copper,
and other ornaments of the same nature.

The majority of these tribes are alike stran-
gers to religion, morality, and decency. They
are robbers by profession; and those of Dag-
hestan, who live in the neighbourhood of civi-
lized countrics, sustain a great traffic of slaves,
whom they carry off by force, and afterwards
sell to the Turks and the Persians. Their
wealth consists chiefly of horses, which are
more numerous, perhaps, in Tartary than in
any other part ofthe world. They live in the
same place with their horses, and are con-
tinually employed in training, dressing, and
exercising them, whom they reduce to such
implicit obedience, that they actually appear
to understand, as it were, the intention of their
riders.

To attain a knowledge of the particular dif-
ferences which subsist in the race of Tartars,
we have only to comparc the descriptions
that travellers have given of their different
tribes. The Calmucks, who are situated in
the neighbourhood of the Caspian Sea, between
the Muscovites and the great Tartars, are, ac-
cording to Tavernier, robust, but the most

ugly and the most deformed of all human
beings.
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