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fond of war, full of dexterity and vigour, civi'

and obliging, smootllatoigued , and courteous,

but fickle and vain. With astonishing pa
ticncc they sustain hunger, thirst, cold, heat,

fatigue, and all the other hardships of life.

Their ceremonies, or rather grimaces,, in cat

ing, are numerous and uflcouth. They are

laborious skilful artificers,. and, in a word,..their

dispositions, manners, and customs are the

same as the Chinese.

One singular custom which they have in

common, is, so to contract the feet of the

women, that they are hardly able to support

themselves. Some travellers mention,, that in

China, when a girl has passed her third yeai,

they bend the foot in such a manner that the

toes are made to come under the sole; that

they apply to it a strong water, which burns

away the flesh;. and then they wrap them up

in a number of bandages.. . They add, that

the women feel the pain of this. operation

all their lives;. that they walk with great

difficulty; and that their gait is to the last

degree ungraceful. Other travellers say that

they only compress the foot with so much

violence as to prevent its grothi;. but they

unanimously allow, that every wonlan, of cont.
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