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In few writers respecting this island do We

find any mention of men with tails; and of

the form and features of the natives, authors

differ also prodigiously. With respect to one

fact they seem, however, to agree, though it is

not perhaps less extraordinary, namely, that

the women are not allowed to bear children

before the age of 35, though allowed to marry

long before that period. In speaking of this

custom, Rechteren thus expresses himself:

After the women are married, they must not

become mothers till they have completed their

35th or 37th year. When they happen to be

pregnant before that time, their priestesses

trample upon their bellies with their feet, and

thus occasion a miscarriage, as painful and

dangerous, if not more so than the natural la

bour. To bring a child into the world previous

to the age prescribed, would be not only a dis.

grace but an enormous crime. I have seen wo

men mho had suffered 16 of these forced mis

carriages, and were only allowed to bring into

the world their 17th child."

The Mariana.islands, or the Ladrones,

which are the most remote from the eastern

coast, are inhabited by a people rude and un

civilized. Father Gobien says that, till th

arrival
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