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are also less civilized, and in general g nearly

naked. Those of the coast of Malabar are still

more black ; their hair is black also, straight,

and long, and are of the same size with the

Europeans. Even in their towns men, wo

men, and children, bathe promiscuously in

public basons. Their women wear rings in

their noses; they are married at the age of

eight, and though black, or at least. of a very.

deep brown, they yet are comely and well

proportioned.

The customs of the different Indian nations

are all very singular, if not whimsical. The

Banians eat nothing which has had life in it;

they are even afraid to kill the smallest reptile,

however offensive to them; they throw rice

and bea;s into their rivers as food for the

fishes, and grains of different kinds upon the

earth for the birds and insects. When they

meet a hunter, or a fisher, they earnestly beg

of him to desist; if deaf to their entreaties

they offer him money for his gun, or his nets,

and 'when no persuasion nor offer will avail,

they trouble the water to frighten away the

fishes, and cry with all their strength to put

the birds and other game to flight.

'41he Naires of Calicut form a class of

nobles,
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