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nobles, whose sole profession is that of arms.

These men are handsome, and of a comely

aspect, though of an olive colour, and though

they lengthen their ears to such a pitch as to

make them fall over their shoulders, and some

times lower, they are tall, hardy, courageous,

and highly expert in military exercise. These

Naires are allowed no more than one wife, but

the women may have as many husbands as they

please. Father Tachard says, that they some

times have not fewer than ten, whom they

consider as so many slaves, subjected by their

beauty. This privilege is annexed to nobility,

from which the women of condition derive to

themselves every possible advantage. Those of

inferior rank are allowed but one husband, but

they comfort themselves under this restraint by

the caresses of strangers, with whom they

carry on their illicit amours, in defiance of

their husbands, who dare not even speak to

them upon the bjet. The mothers prosti

tute their daughters in their early infancy. The

nobles, or Naires, seem to be of a race diffe

rent from the lower order, for the latter, men

as well as women, are more ugly, ycliuw, Un

shapely, and more diminutive. Among the

aircs there are some whose legs are as thick

as
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