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NATURAL HISTORY. 243

to embellish it with rings and otber trinkets,
has extended much farther than the gulph of
Persia. Many of the women in Arabia have
an incision made through their nostrils for the
saine purpose; and with this peopleit is an act
of gallantry for the husband to salute his wife
through those rings, which are sometimes so
large as to encompass the whole mouh.

Xenoyhon, in speaking of the Persians,
says, that they were generally fatand gross;
Marcellinus, on the contrary, says, that in his
time they were meagre and thin. Olearius
adds, that they are to this day what the last
mentioned author describes; that they are full
of strength and vigour, and that their com=
plexion is olive-coloured, their hair black, and
their noses aquiline,

That the Persian blood is naturally gross,
says Chardin, is evident from the Guebres,
who are a remnant of the ancient Persians,
and who are ugly, ill shaped, and coarse skin-
ned. It is evident also from the inhabitants of
the provinces nearest to India, who, as they
never form any alliancesbut among each other,
are little less deformed than the Guebres.
Throughout the rest of the kingdom the Per-

sian blood has become highly refined, by inter=
Ii2 mixtures
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