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yes are lively, tlieir stature rather low, their

TI-10,11e. ofdrcs by no means ao'reeal)le, and their

conversation very tiresome. They are reo

markable for bearing a number of children ;

and some travellers pretend, that the fertility

occasionsd by the intindtiori of the Nile is not

confined to the earth, but to the human and

animal creation.. They add, that by drinking

f the Nile, or by bathing in it, the first two

months afe its overflow, vluch are those of

July and August, the women generally, con

ceive; that in April and May they are as gene

rally delivered, and that cows almost always

bring forth two calves, a ewe two 'lambs, &c.

To reconcile this benign influence of the

Nile with the troublesome disorders occasioned

by it would be difficult. Granger says, that in

Egypt the air is unwholesome ; that the eyes

are peculiarly subject to diseases so inveterate,

that many lose their sight; that in this coun

try there are more blind people than in any

other; and that during the increase of the

Nile the generality of the inhabitants are af

iiicted with obstinate dysenteries, occasioned

by the water being then strongly impregnated

with saline particles.

Though the women of Egypt are con

ronJ small, yet the men are ofa good height.
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