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45 or 50; that they are all very industrious,

and often employed in the most servile offices.

In marriage these people possess an uncommon

degree of liberty. If the husband is not con

tented with his wife, and lie makes his com

plaint first, the lord of the district sends for the

wife, orders her to be sold, and provides the

husband with another. If the woman com

plains first, her husband is taken from her,

and she is left at her freedom.

The Mingrelians -are said to be as beaulifit]




,

and as well shaped as the Georgians or Cir

cassians; and, indeed, they all seem to be of the

same race. The women of Mingrelia, says

Chardin, are very handsome, have a majestic

air, their faces and forms are admirable, and

have a look so engaging as to attract every

beholder. Those vho are less handsome, or

advanced in years, daub their eyebrows, cheeks,

forehead, nose, and chin, with paint.; the rest

only paint the eyebrows. They bestow every

possible attention to their dress, which is similar

to that of the Persians. They are lively, civil,

and obliging, yet full of perfidy, and there is

no wickedness they will not put in practice, in

order to obtain, to preserve, or get rid of a

lover. The men have likewise many bad qia-
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