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lities. They are all bred up to thievery, which
they make a business and amusement. With
infinite satisfaction do they relate the different
depredations they have committed, for which
theyareextolled,and derivetheir greatest glory.
In Mingrelia, falsehood, robbery, and mur-
der, they callgood actions ; whoredom, bigamy,
and incest, virtuous habits. The husbands are
little disturbed with jealousy; and when hede-
tects his wife in the actual embraces of her
gallant, he has only a right to demand a pig
from him, which is his only atonement, his
only revenge ; and the pig they generally eat
between them. They pretend itis a very good
and laudable custom to have a number of wives
and concubines, because they can haye a greater
increase of children, whom they can sell for
gold, or exchange for goeds or provisions.
The Mingrelian slaves are not very dear. A
man from the age of 25 to 40 is purchased
for 15 crowns, and if older for eight or ten,
a handsome girl, from 13to 18 for 20 crowns ;
a woman for 12 crowns ; and a child for thrce

or four. |
The Turks, who purchase a vast number of
these slaves, are so intermixed with Armenians,
Georgians, Turcomans, Arabs, Egyptians, and
even



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


