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less trouble in polishing them than some au.

thors have endeavoured to insinuate? They are.

now a people civilized, commercial, studious

of the arts and sciences, fond of spectacles,

and ingenious novelties.

Some authors have said that the air of Mus

covy is so salutary, as to prevent its being vi

sited with a pestilence. In the annals of the

country, however, it is recorded, that iii the

year 1741, and duringthe six subsequent years,

the Muscovites were dreadfully afflicted with

a contagious distemper, insomuch that even

the constitution of their descendants has been

altered by it; few of the inhabitants attaining

now the age of an 100, whereas before that

period numbers
lived much beyond it.

The Ingrians and Carelians, who inhabit the

northern provinces of Muscovy, and are the

original natives of the country round Peters

burgh, are men of vigour and robust constitu

tions. Their complexion is generally fair;

they resemble the Finlanders, and speak the

same language, which has no affinity to that of

any other European nation.

By this historical description of all the diffe-

rent inhabitants of Europe and Asia, it appears

that the variation in their colour depends

greatly


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


