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In Admiral Drake’s voyage round the world,
he mentions a fact, which, however, extraor-
dinary, appears not incredible. He says that
on the frontiers of the deserts of Ethiopia there
is a people called the Acridophagi, or Locust-
eaters, who are black, meagre, exceedingly
nimble, and very small. In thespring, by cer-
tain hot and westerly winds, an infinite num-
ber of locusts are blown into that country, on
which, as they are unprovided with cattle or
with fish, they are reduced to the necessity
of subsisting. After collecting them in large
quantities they salt them, and keep them for
food throughout the year. This wretched
nourishment produces singular effects: they
hardly live to the age of 40, and when they ap-
proach that age winged insects engender under
their skin, which at first creates a violent itch-
ing, and shortly multiply so prodigiously, that
their whole flesh swarms with them. They
begin by ecating through the belly, then the
breast, and continue their ravages till they eat
all the flesh from the bones. Thus, by de-
vouring insects are these men devoured by
them in turn. 'Were this fact well authenti-
cated it would afford a large field for reflec-
tion.
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