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NATURAL HISTORY. 15

There are vast deserts in Ethiopia, as well
as in that tract of land which extends to Cape
Gardafu. This country, which may be con=
sidered as the eastern part of Lthiopia, is al-
most entirely uninhabited. To the south,
Ethiopia is bounded by the Bediouns, and a
few other nations who follow the law of Ma.
homet; a circumstance which corroborates
the supposition, that the f.thiopians are of
Arabian extraction ; indeed they are only se-
parated by the strait of Babel-Mandel ; and
therefore it is probable, that the Arabians had
formerly invaded Ethiopia, and driven the
natives northward into Nubia.

The Arabians have even extended them-
selves along the coast of Melinda, of which the
inhabitants are of the Mahometan religion, and
only a tawny complexion. The natives of
Zanguebar, are not black; they generally
speak Arabic, and their garments are made of
cotton. This country, though under the torrid
zone, is not excessively hot; and yet the hair
of the natives is black and frizly like that of
the Negroes. We find, on the whole of this
coast, as well as at Mosambique and Madagas-
car, some white men, who, it is pretended
came originally from China, and settled there,
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