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in the time that the Chinese navigaied all the
Eastern seas, in the same manner as they are
now navigated by the Europeans. W hatever
foundation there may be for this opinion, it is
certain that the natives of this oriental coast of
Africa are black, and that the tawny or white
men we find there, have come from other
countries. But, to form a just idea of the dif-
ferences among these black nations, we should
examine them more minutely.

In the first place, it is evident, from com-
paring the descriptions given by travellers, that
there is as much variety in the race of blacks
as in that of the whites; and that, like the
latter, the former have their Tartars and their
Circassians. Those of Guinea are extremely
ugly, and have an insufferable stench ; those
of Sofala, and Mosambique, are handsome,
and have no bad smell. It is necessary, then,
to divide the blacks into different races; and
in my opinion, they may be reduced to two
principal ones, that of the Negroes, and
that of the Caffres. In the first I comprehend
the blacks of Nubia, Senegal, Cape de Verd,
Gambia, Sierra-Leone, the Teeth and Gold
Coasts, of the coast of Juda, Benin, Gabon,

Loango, Congo, Angola, and of Bengucla,
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