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NATURAL HISTORY. 9281

the same ideas of beauty as the Europeans, co-

sidering fine eyes, a well formed nose, small
mouth, and thin lips, as essential ingredients ;

in the ground of the picture alone do they dif-

fer from us; for, with them, the colour must
be exceedingly black and glossy to render it
complete. Their skin is soft and delicate, and,

colour alone excepted, we find among them,
women as handsome as in any other country of
the world, they are usually very gay, lively,
and amorous. They are very fond of white
men whom they cxert every assiduity to please,
both to gratify themselves, and to obtain pre-
sents which may flatter their vanity. To their
predilection for strangers the husbands make
not the smallest opposition, (to whom indeed,

they not only make a free offer of their wives,

daughters, or sisters, but even construe it into

a dishonour, if that offer is rejected) but under-
go all the violent effects of jealousy, if they de--
tect them with any of their own nation. These
women arenever without a pipe intheir mouths,
and their skin, when they undergo any extraor-
dinary heat, has a disagreeable smell, though
by no means so strong as that of other negroes.
They are highly fond of leaping and dancing to
the sound of a calebash, drum, or kettle; and
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