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all the movements of their dances are so many

lascivious or indecent postures. They fre-

quently bathe; and {o render their teeth even,

‘they polish them with files. The generality

of the young women have figures of animals,

flowers, &c. marked upon their skin.

While at work, or travelling, the Negro-

women almost always carry their infants on
their backs. 'To this custom some travellers
‘ascribe the flat nose and big bellies among
"Negroes; since the mother, from necessarily
‘giving sudden jerks, isapt to strike the nose of
the child against her back; who, in order to

avoid theblow, keeps its head back by pushing
the belly forward. Their hair is black and
wwoolly. In hair and in complexion, consists
their principal difference from tlre rest of man-
‘kind ; and, perhaps, there is a stronger resent-
‘Dlance between their features and thosc of the
‘Tluropeans, than between the visage of a Tar-
tar and that of a Frenchman.

Father du Tertre says cxpressly, that, if

“most negroes are flat-nosed, it is because the
parents crush the noses of their children; that
-they also compress their lips, to render them
thick ; and that those who escape these opera-
tions their features are as comely as those of

the
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