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Though the negroes of Guinca are genes
rally healthy, they seldom attain old age. A
negro, at the age of 50, is a very old man.
This contracted period of existence may, with
great probability, be imputed to the premature
intercourse between the sexes.  The boys, in
their tenderest years, are permitted to pursue
every debauchery; and as for the girls, no-
thing in the whole country is so rare as to find
one who remembers the period at which she
ceased to be a virgin, '

The inhabitants of theisland of St. Thomas,
of Annobona, &c. are negroes, similar to those
of the neighbouring continent. Dispersed,
however, by the Iluropcans, they are few in
number, and those subjected tothe bondage of
their invaders. Both sexes, the covering of a
kind of shortapron excepted, go naked. Man-
delslo says, that the Luropeans, who settle
on the island of St. Thomas, which is but one
degree and a half from the equator, retain their
white colour till the third generation ; and he
seems to insinuale that they afterwards become
black : but that this change should be so sud-
denly eflected seems by no means probable.

The negroes of the coasts of Juda and

Arada are less black than those of Senegal,
Guinca,
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