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moisture they cover it with fresh ones, until
the corpse is thoroughly dried, when, with
much funeral ceremony they commit it to the
carth. In the province of Malimba the hus-
band is ennobled by the wife; and when the
sovereign dies,and only leavesasingledaughter,
to her, provided she is marriageable, devolves
the royal authority. 'The first thing she does
is to travel over the whole of her kingdom.
On this occasion all her male subjects are
obliged, previous to her arrival at each town
and village, to form themsclves into a line for
her reception, and she sclects one to pass the
night with her. When returned from her
journey shesends for the man who best pleased
her and instantly marries him; after which the
whole regal authority devolves to the husband.
These facts M. de la Brosse communicated to
me in his written remarks on what he saw most
worthy of notice, during his voyage to the
coast of Angola, in 1738 ; and of the vin-
dictiveness of these negrocs he adds the follow-
ing anecdotc:—¢¢ Every day (says he) did
they demand brandy of us for the king and
chief men of the place. Happening one day
to refuse it them we had soon reason to repent;

for several officers, both French and English,
having
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