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NATURAL HISTORY. 03

one meal is to them a sufficient subsistence for
three days ; however little they eat or sleep,
they arc alike hardy, alike capable of fatigue.
How can men, in whom the smallest sentiment
of humanity remains, adopt such maxims,
and on such shallow foundations attempt to
justify excesses to which nothing could ever
have given birth but the most sordid avarice ?
But let us turn from the gloomy picture, and
return to our subject. |

Of the people who inhabit the coasts, or the
interior parts of Africa, from Cape Negro to
Cape de Voltes,an extent of aboyt 400 leagues,
we know little more than that they are not so
black as the other negroes, and that they much
resemble their neiglibours the Hottentots : the
latter are a people well known, and few travel-
lers have omitted speaking of them. They
are not Negroes, bat Caffres; and their skin
would be only of atawny hue did they not
render it black with paint and grease.

M. Kolbe, though he has given so minute a
description of the Hottentots, considers them,
however, as Negroes. e assures us their
hair is short, black, frizled, and woolly, and
that not in a single instance did he cver per-
ceive it long. But from this. alone we are
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