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age of eighfeen years. M. Kolbe saw this ope-
ration performed upon a young UHottentot ;
and the circumstances with which the cere-
mony is accompanicd are so singular as to
merit a recital.

A fter having rubbed the young man with the
fat of the entrails of sheep, which had been
killed en purpese, they streched him upon his
back, and tied his hands and his feet, while
three or four of his friends held him. Then
the priest (for it is a religious ccremony) made
an incision with a very sharp knife, took out
the left testicle *, and in its place deposited a
ball of fat of the same size, which had been
prepared with certain medicinal herbs.  After
sewing up thie wound with the tendon of a
sheep they untied the paticnt; but the priest
hefore he left him rubbed his whole body with
the hot fat of the sheep, or rather poured it on
so plentifully, that when the fat cooled, it form-
ed a kind of crust. 'This rubbing was so vio-
Ient, that the young man, whose previous suf-
ferings had been sufficiently great, was now
covered with large drops of sweat, and began
to smoke like a roasted capon. On this crust
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* Tavernier, in speaking of thisstrange custom, saysthaj
it is the right testicle which they cut off.
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