http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
i
310 BUFFON'S

position, and manners, that, were they not se-
parated by animmense sea, weshould conclude
them to have descended from that nation. In
point of latitude, their situation is also the
same; and this further proves the influence of
the climate, not only on the colour, but the
figure of men. In a word, in the new con-
tinent as in the old, we find, at first, in the
northern parts, men similar to the Laplanders,
and likewise whites with fair hair, like the
inhabitants of the north of Europe; then
hairy men like the savages of Jesso; and lastly,
ihe savages of Canada, and of the whole con-
tinent to the gulph of Mexico, who resemble
the Tartars in so many respects, that we
should not entertain a doubt of their being the
same people, were we not embarrassed about
the possibility of their migration thither. Yet,
if we reflect on the small number of men
found upon this extent of ground, and on their
being entirely uncivilized, we shall be inclined
to belicve these savage nations were new colo-
nies produced by a few individuals from some
“other country. Itis asserted that North Ame-
rica does not contain the twenticth part of the
natives it did when originally discovered; al-

lowing that to be the fact, we still are autho-
rised
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