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nations tell us, they eat their enemies, others

burn, and some mutilate them; one nation is
perpetually at war, and another loves tolive in
peace ; in onc country, the child kills his pa-
rent, when arrived at a certain age, and in
another the parents eat their children. All
these stories, on which travellers haveso much

eyplarged, mean nothing more than that onc
individual savage had devoured his cunemyy
another had burned or mutilated himn, and a
third had killed and caten his child. All these
things may happen in every savage nation ; for
a people among whom there is no regular go-
vernment, no law, no habitual society, ought
rather to be termed a tumultous assem-

blage of barbarous and independent individu-

als, who obey nothing but their own private
passions, and who have no common inferest,

are incapable of pursuing one object, and sub-

mitting to settled usages which supposes ge-
neral designs, founded onreason,and appreved

of by the majority.

A nationy it may be replied, is composed of
men who are no strangers to each other, whe
speak the same langnage; who unite, when ne-
cessity calls, under tlie same chief, who arm
themselves in the sume fashion, and daub them-
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