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SI4 BUFFON'S

selves of the same colour.  With truth might
the remark be made, if these usages were estah-
lished; ifsavages did not often assemble they
know not how, and disperze. they know not
why; if their ehiel did not cease to be so, when-
ever itsuited their caprice, or his own ; and if
their language was not so simpie as to be, with
little variation, the language of every tribe.
As they have but few ideas, their expressions
turn upon things the most general, and objects
the most common; and, though the majority
of their expressions were different, yet the
smallness of their number renders them easily
understood ; and more casily, therefore, may a
savage learn the languages ot all other savages,
than the inhabitants of one polished nation ac-
quire a barc comprehension of thelanguage of
any other nation equally civilized.
Unnecessary as it may be to enlarge on the
customs and manners of these pretended na-
tions, yet it may be important to examine the
natureof the individual. Ofallanimalsasavage
man is the most singular, the lcast known,
and the most difficalt to describe ; and so little
are we qualified to distinguish the gifts of na-
ture from what is acquired by education, art

andimitation, that it would not besurprisingto
find
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