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The Indians of Peru, like the natives of the
Isthmus, are copper-coloured ; those especially
wholive near the sea, and in the plains. Those
who live belween the two ridges of the Cor-
deliers, are almost as white as the Iuropeans.
Some live in Pera more than a league higher
than others; and which clevation, with respect
to the temperature of the climate, is equal to
twenty leagues in latitude.  All the native In-
dians, who dwell along the river of the Ama-
zons, and in Guiana are tawny, and more or
less red.  The diversity of shades, says M. de
la Condamine, is principally occasioned by the
different temperature of the air, varied as it is,
from the extreme heat of the torrid zone, to the
cold occasioned by the vicinage of snow. Some
of these Savages, as the Omaguas, flaticn the
visages of their children, by compressing the
head between two planks; others pierce the
nostrils, lips, or cheeks, for the reception of the
bones of fishes, feathers, and other ornaments ;
and the greatest part bore their ears, and fill
the hole with a large bunch of flowers, or
herbs, which serves them for pendants. With
respect to the Amazons, about whom so much
has been said, I shall be silent. To those

who have written on the subject I refer the
reader,
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