http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
" ; )
NATURAL HISTDRY. 327

reader; and when he has perused them he will
not find sufficient proof to evince the actual
existence of such women.

Some authors mention a nation in Guiana
of which the natives are more black than any
other Indians. The Arras, says Raleigh, are
almost as black as the Negroes, are vigorous,
and use poisoned arrows. This author men-
tions likewise another nation of Indians, who
have necks so sliort, and shoulders so elevated,
that their eyes appear to be upon the latter,
and their mouths in their breast. This mon-
strous deformity cannot be natural ; and it is
probable that savages, who are so pleased in
disfiguring nature by flattening, rounding, and
Iengthening the head, might likewise contrive
to sink it into the shoulders. These fantasies
might arise from an idea that, by rendering
themselves deformed, they became more dread-
ful to their enemies. The Seythians, for-
merly, as savage as the American Indians are
now, evidently entertained the same ideas, and
realized them in the same manner ; which no
doubt is the foundation of what the ancients
have written about such men as they termed

acephali, cynocephali, &c.
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