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898 BUFFON’S

The Savages of Brasil are nearly of tlic size
of the Europeans, but are more vigorous, ro«
bust, and alert: they are also subject to fewer
discases, and live longer. 'Their hair, which
is black, seldom whitens with age. They
are of a copper-colour, inclining to red : their
heads are large, shoulders broad,and hairlong.
They pluck out their beard, the hair upon
the body, and even the ecye-brows, from
which they acquire an extraordinary fierce
look. They pierce the under lip, to ornament
it with a littlc bone polished like ivory, or witlr
a green stone.  The mothers crush the noses
of their children, presently after they are born;
they all goabsolutely naked ;and painttheir bo-
dics of different colours. 'Those who inhabit
the countries adjacent to the sca are somewhat
civilized by the commerce which they carry
on with the Portuguese; but thosc of the in-
land places are stiltabsolute savages. It is not
by force that savages have become civilized,
their manners liave been much more softened
by the arguments of missionaries, than by the
arms of the princes by whom they were sub-
dued. In this manner Paraguay was sub-

dued : the mildness, example, and virtuous
conducty
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