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In the whole of the new continent, then,

there is but one race of men, who are all more

or less tawny, the northern parts of America

excepted, where we find some men similar to

the Laplanders, and others with fair hair, like

the northern Eurpeans; through the whole of

this immense territory, the diversity among

the inhabitants is hardly perceivable. Among

those of the old continent, on the other hand,

we have found a 1;rodigious variety. This

uniformity in the Americans seems to arise

from their living all in the same manner. The

jiatives were, and are still savages; nor, so re

cently have they been civilized, can the Mexi

cans and the Peruvians be excepted. What

ever, then, may have been their origin, it was

commonto them all. Sprung from one stock,

they have, with little variation, retained the

characteristics of their race; and this because

they have pursued the same course of life, be

cause their climate, with respect to heat and

cold, is not so unequal as that of the old con

tinent, and because, being newly established

in the country, the causes by which varieties

are produced have not had time to manifest

their defects.
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