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them, which even with the advantage of gun-
powder, they could not have done, had the
people been numerous. ‘Though the effects of
gunpowder werc as new and as terrible to
the negroes as to the Americans, their country
has yet remained unconquered, and themsclves
unensla+ed ; and the ease with which America
was aubdued, appears an irrefragable argu-
ment that the country was thinly peopled, and
recently inhabited.

In the New Continent, the temperature of
the different climates is more uniform than 1n
the Old Continent ; for this there are several
causcs. The Torrid Zone, in America, is by
no means so liot as in Africa. 'The ccuntries
comprebiended under the former zone, are
Mexico, New Spain, and Peru, the land of
the Amazons, Brazil, and Guiana. In Mexi-
co, New Spain, and Peru, the heat is never
very great ; these countrics are prodigiously
elevated above the ordinary level of the carth;
nor in the hottest weather does the thermo-
meter rise so high in Peru as in France. DBy
the snow which covers the tops of the moun-
tains theair is cooled ; and as this cause, which
is merely an effect of the former, has a strong

influcnce upon the temperature of the climate,
SO
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