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NATURAL HISTORY. 235

so the inhabitants, instead of being black, or
dark brown, are only tawny. 'The land of the
Amazons is particularly watery, and full of
forests; therc theair is exceedingly moist,and
consequently more cool than in a country more
dry. Besides, it is to be observed, that the east
wind, which blows constantly between the tro-
pics, does not reach Brazil, the land of the
Amazons, or Guiana, without traversing a vast
sea, by which it acquires a degree of coolness.
It is from this reason, as well as from their
being so full of rivers and forests, and almost
continued rains, that these parts of America
arée so exceedingly temperate. But the east
wind, after passing the low countries of Ame-
rica, becomes considerably heated hefore it ar-
rives at Peru; and therefore, were it not for
its elevated situation, and for the snow, by
which the air is cooled, the heat would be
greater there than either in Brazil or Guiana.
There still, however, remains a sufficicncy of
heat to influence the colour of the natives: for
those who are most exposed to it their colour is
more yellow than those who live sheltered in
the vallies. Besides, this wind blowing against
these lofty mountains, must be reflected on the
neighbouring plains, and diffuseover them that

coolness
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