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That their origin is the same with our own,
I doubt not, independent of theological argu-
‘ments; and from the resemblance of the sa-
vages of North America to the Oriental Tar-
tars, there is reason to suppose they originally
sprung from the same source. The new
discoveries by the Russians, on the other side
of Kamtschatka, of several lands and islands
wwhich extend nearly to the Western Continent
of America, would leave no doubt as to the
possibility of the communication, if these dis-
coveries were properly authenticated, and the
Jands were in any degree contiguous. But,
cven in the supposition of considerable inter-
vals of sca, is it not possible that there might
have been men who crossed them in search
of new regions, or were driven upon them by
bad tempests? Between the Mariana islands
and Japan there is, prehaps,a greater interval
of sca than between any of the territories be-
yond Kamitschatka and those of America; and
yet the Mariana islands were peopled with in-
habitants who could have come from no part
but from ths Eastern Continent. I am inclined
to believe, therefore, that the first men who sct
foot on America landed on some spot north-
west of California ; that the excessive cold of
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