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birth, a convulsion in the jaw succeeds, which
preventing them from receiving any suste-
nance, they presently die.

In the History of the Academy of Sciences
weread, that M. Littre, in dissecting a negro,
in 1702, remarked, that the point of the glands
which was not covered with the prepuce was
black, and the rest perfectly white. From
this observation it is evident, that the air is
necessary to produce the blackness of negroes.
Their children are born white, or rather red,
like those of other men, but two or three days
after they change to a tawny yellow, which
gradually darkens till the seventh or cighth
day, when they are completely black. All
ehildren two or three days after their bixth have
a kind of jaundice, which in white ehildren
is transitory, and leaves no impression upon
the skin; but in negro children it givesa colour
to the skin, and continues to grow more and
more black. M. Kolbe mentions having ob-
served this fact among the children of Hot-
tentots. This jaundice, however, and the
impression of the air, seem to be only occa-
sional, and not the primary cause of this black-
ness; since it is remarked, that the children

of negroes have, the instant of their birth, a
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