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blacknessin the genitals, and at the root of the
Rrails. The action of the air and the jaundice
may serve to extend this blackness, but it is
certain that the principle of it is communicat-
ed to the children by their parents; that in
whatever country a negro may be born, he will
be as black as if he had been brought forth in
his own ; and if there is any difference in the
first generation it 1s imperceptible ; from this
circumstance, however, we are not.to suppose,
that after a certain number of generations, the
colour would not undergo a very sensible
change.

Many have becn the researches of anatomists
respecting (his black colour. Some pretend,
that it is neither in the skin, nor in the epi-
dermis, but in the cellular membrane which is
between them ; that this membrane, though
washed, and held ever so long in warm water,
does not change colour, while the skin, and the
surface of the skin, appear to be nearly as
white as those of other men, Dr. Town, in his
letter to the Royal Society, and a few others,
maintain, that the blood is black in negroes,
and from which cause their colour originates;
a fact which I am inclined to believe, from
having remarked, that among ourselves the
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