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blood of those who are tawny, yellow, or

brown, is proportionally more black than that

of others.

According to M. B:trrcre, this colour of the

negroes is produced by the bile, which in them

is not yellow, but always black as ink; -ofwhich

he affirms lie received certiin proof from se

veral negroes which lie had occasion to dissect

at Cayenne. When the bite is diffused, it

tinges the skin of white people yellow; and it

is probable, that if the former were black, the

latter would be black also. But as 'hen the

overflow of the bile ceases, the skin recovers

its natural whiteness, so on this principle there

is a necessity for supposing that in the negroes

there is always an overflow of bile, or at least

that, as M. Burere observes, it is so abundant,

as naturally to secrete itself in the epidermis, in

a quantity sufficient to communicate this black

colour. It probable that the bile and blood

of negroes are more brown than those of white

men, as their skin is more black. But one of

these facts can never be admitted as an exp1a

nation of the,cause of the other; for if it j

the blood or bile which, by its blackness,

communicates this colour to the skin, then, in

stead of inquiring why the skin of negroes is

Y y 2 black
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