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black, we must Inquire why their bile or blood

isso; and thus, by deviating from the question,

we find ourselves more than ever remote from

the solution of it. For my own part, I own

1 have always been of opinion, that the causc

which renders a Spaniard more brown than a

Frenchman, and a Moor than a Spaniard, is

also the cause which renders a Negro blacker

than a Moor. At present I mean not to en

quire how this cause acts, but only to ascer

certain that it does act, and that its effects are

the more considerable, in proportion to the

force and continuance of action.

Of the blackness of the skin, the principal

cause is the hicat of the climate. When this

beat is excessive, as at Scncga1 and in Guinea,

the inhabitants are entirely black; when it is

rather less violent, as on the eastern coasts of

Africa, they are of a shade more light; wbcn

it becomes somewhat temperate, as in Barbary,

Mogul, Arabia ,&c. they areonly brown; and

in fine, when it is altogether tcmperatc,.as in.

Europe and in Asia, they are white; and the

varieties there remarked proceed solely from

the mode of living. All the Tartars, for ex

ample, are tawny, while the Europeans, who

live in the same latitude, are white. This dif_
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