http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
ot 9
350 . BUFION's

The most temperate climate is hetwéen the
degrecs of 40 and 50 ; where the human form
is in iis greatest perfection ; and where we
oucht to form our ideas of the real and natural
colour of man. Situated under this Zone the
civilized countries are, Georgia, Circassia,
the Ukraine, Turkey in EKurope, Hungary,
South Germany, Italy, Switzerland, France,
and the North of Spain; of all which the in-
habitants are the most beautiful people in the
worid.

As the principal cause of the colour of man~
kind, we ought to consider the climate ; the
effocts of nourishment are less upon the colour,
vet upon the form they are prodigious. Food
which is gross, unwholesome, or badly pre-
pared, produces a degencracy in the human
species; and in all countries where the people
are wretchedly fed, they are ugly, and badly
shaped. Even in France, the inhabitants of
countrv places are more ugly than those of
towns : and I have often remarked, that in
villages where (overty and dis ress were less
prevalent, the people were in person more
shapely, and in visage less ugly. The air and
the soil have also great influence on the form

of men, animals, and vegetables. The pea-
sants
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