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Q BUFFON’S

then to examine the nature of animals, to coms
pare their organization, to study their general
economy, thereby to make particular applica-
tions, to mark resemblances, to reconcile the
differences; and from the assemblage of those
combinations, to distinguish the principal ef-

fects of the living mechanism, and t6 make a
further progress in that important knowledge
of which man is the object.

" We will begin by reducing within its pro-
per limits a subject which, at first view, appears
to be immense. The properties of matter
which -animals possess in common with inani-
mate beings come not within our present con-
sideration, and which we have already fully
treated upon. For the same reason we shall
reject such-qualitics as are found equally to
belong to the vegetable and to the animal. As
in the class of animals we comprehend a num-
ber of animated beings, whose organization is
highly different from that of man, as well as
from more perfect animals, so we shall wave
the consideration of them, and confine our-
selves to those animals which have evidently
the greatest affinity to us.

But as the nature of man is superior to that
of animals, so of that superiority we shall study
to demonstrate the cause, in order that we may

distinguish



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


