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8 BUFFON’s

we remove from this centre, the more they
become different ; and when in the centre it-
self there is found any difference, then the ani-
mal is infinitely more distant from man, and
possesses nothing in common with those ani-
mals we are now considering. In most iisects,
for example, there is a peculiar organization of
this principal part of the animal econoiny.
Instead of heart and lungs, ihey have parts
which, being subservient to the vital functions,
have been considered as analogous to those vis-
cera, but which in reality widely differ frém
them, both in structure and result of action,
and therefore are insects to the last degree dif-
ferent from man and other animals. A mi-
nute difference in the centrical parts is al:ays
accompanied with an infinitely grea‘er in the
exterior parts. The tortoise, whose heart is
of a peculiar structure, is a very extraordinary
animal, and has not the smallest rescmblance to
any other animated being.

In considering men, quadrupeds, birds, ce-
taceous animals, fishes, reptiles, &c. what pro-
digious variety do we find in the figure and
proportion of their bodies, in the number .and
position of their members, in the substance of
their flesh and boues? Quadrupeds have ge-
nerally tails and horns; cetaceous animals
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