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18 BUFFON’S

but in every other respect they are of the same
nature. 'The interior sense of the brute, as its
exterior, is entirely material, and the effect of
mechanical organization. Ve have, like the
animal, this material sense; and we possess,
moreover, a sense of a nature highly superior,
which resides in the spiritual substance, and
which animates and guides us.

The brain of the animal is, therefore, a
general sense, which receives all impressions
the external senses transmit to it, and these im-
pressions continue much longer in the internal
than in the external senses: for instance, the
agitations which light produces in the eye,
continues longer than that which sound pro-
duces on the ear.

It is on this account that the impressions,
which the former transmits to the interior sense,
are more strong than those transmitted by the
Jatter ; and that we represent fo ourselves the
things which we have seen much more foreibly
than those which we have heard. It is even
found, that of all the senses, the eyeis that in
whichtheagitationsarethe most durable,and in
which, of consequence, though seemingly they
are more explicit, the strongest impressions are

formed,
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