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NATURAL HISTORY. 19

The eye may therefore be considered as a
continuation of the interior sense. Itis,indeed,
nothing more than one. large nerve expanded,
and a prolongation of the organ, in which the
mterior sense resides. That in its nature there
should be a‘ greater affinity to this internal
sense is not then surprising; and in effect not
only ifs impressions are more durable, but its
properties more eminent than those of the
other senses.

The eye represents outwardly the inward
impressions. Like the internal sense, it is
active, and expresses desire or aversion, while
all the other senses are wholly passive ; they
are merely organs formed for the reception of
exterior impressions, but incapableof retaining
or reflecting them.

. When with violence, however, and for a
length of time any sense is acted upon, the
agitation subsists much longer than the action
of the exterior objects. This is, however,
felt most powerfully in the eye, which will re-
tain the dazzling impression made by looking
for a moment on the sun, for hours and even
days.

The brain also eminently enjoys this property,

. and not only retains the impressions it receives
but propagates their actions, by communicating
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