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less use to the animal, from the want ofspeech,

which in man is an. appendage to the sense of

hearing, an organ of communication which

renders it an active sense; whereas in the other

hearing is a sense almost entirely passive. Man,

then, enjoys the senses of feeling, seeing, and

hearing, moreperfect, and the sense ofsmelling

more imperfectly than other animals; and as

the taste is an inferior smell, and has also a

stronger relation to appetite than any ofthe

other senses, there is a sufficient probability to

suppose that animals enjoy it in a more exqui

site degree than man. Of this a proof might

beadduced from the repugnancewhich animals

have to certain kinds of food, and from their

natural appetite for such as are proper for

them; while man, unless informed of the dif

ference, would eat the fruit of one tree for that

of another, and even hemlock for parsley.

The excellence of the senses proceeds from

Nature; but art and habit may render them

still more perfect. A painter sees, at the first

glance, numbers of shades and differences,

whichanother person will pass over unnoticed.

A musician, always habituated to harmony,

receives a lively sensation of pain from discord.

In like manner are the senses, andeven appetites

of animals rendered more perfect. Birds may

be
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