
NATURAL HISTORY.

ump1ion of wisdom, but prevents it being a

state of happiness, by reflecting on and con

demning the past follies.

The generality oftliosewlio call themselves

unhappy, are men ofviolent passions, or rather

madmen, who have some intervals of reason ;

and as in exalted stations there are more false

desires, more vain pursuits, more unruly pas

sions, more abuses of the mind, than in the

inferior, the rich man, beyond a doubt, is the

most unhappy.

But let us turn from these gloomy objects,

these humiliating truths, and take a view ofthe

man of wisdom, who alone is worthy our no

tice. Contented with his situation, lie who is

entitled to this character wishes not to live but

as he-has always lived: happy within himself,

he stands in little need of other resources; con

tinually occupied in exercising the facultieo f

his mind, he perfects his understanding, cult i'

Yates his talents, acquires new knowledge, and

without remose and disgust, lie enjoys the

whole universe by enjoying himself.

A man like this is undoubtedly the happiest

being in Nature. To the pleasures of the

body, which he possesses in common with other

animals, he adds those ofthe mind, which he

enjoys exclusively. He has two methods of
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