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NATURAL HISTORY. 51

are in reality occupied with ideas. Inall such
actions the mind seems to have no concern.
Sleep-walkers go about, return and act, with-
‘out reflection or knowledge of their situation
or danger; alone are their animal faculties
exercised, and even of these some remain un-
employed ; and while in this state, a sleep-
walker is of course mere stupid than an ideot.
As to persons who speak while asleep,
they never say any thing new. An answer to
certain common questions, a repetition of a
few familiar expressions, may be produced, in-
dependent of the principle of thoughtor action
of the mind. Why should we not speak with-
out thought when asleep, since when most
awake, and under the influence of passion,
man utters numberless things without reflec-
tion.

As to the occasional cause of dreams, by
which former sensations are renewed without
being excited by present objects, it is to be
observed, that we never dream when our sleep
is sound : every thing is then in a state of in-
action, and we sleep both outwardly and in-
wardly. The internal sense, however, falls
asleep the last, and awakes the first, because it
is more active, and more easily agitated, than
the external senses. Itis when our sleep is less
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