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of that slavery it even regrets the privation,.

and longs for another master, a new object of

passion, which presently disappears in its turn,

and is followed by aiother passion more transi

tory still. Thus excess and disgust succeed.

each other; pleasure flies, the orgais decay,

and the material sense, instead of commanding,.

has nolonger strength to obey. After a youth

like this, what is there left for a man? A body

enervated, a mind enfeebled, a aul the inability

to make use of either.

It is remarked, that at the middle rerxl of

life men are chiefly subjected to those lariguors,

or vapours. At this period we still run after

the pleasures of youth, not from an absolute

propensity but from habit. In proportion as

we advance in years, our ability for the

enjoy-mentofpleasure decreases, and so often are we

humiliatedby our own weakness, that we can

not help condemning our actions and desires.

Besides, it is at this age that the cares and

solicitudes of life begin; we then, 'whether by

accident or by choice, assume a certain

cha-racterwhich it is alway disgraceful to abandon,

and dangerous to support. Full of pain, we

tread between con (em, t aod hatred, two rocks

Alike formidable; by the efforts we make to

avoid
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